





The Beginning
In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth
was formless and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the
Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.

3And God said, Let there be light, and
there was light. *God saw that the light
was good, and he separated the light
from the darkness. °God called the
light day, and the darkness he called
night. And there was evening, and
therewas morning thefirstday.
SAnd God said, Let there be a vault be-
tween the waters to separate water
from water. 7So God made the vault
and separated the water under the vault
from the water above it. And it was so.
8God called the vault sky. And there
was evening, and there was morning
the second day.
9And God said, Let the water under the
sky be gathered to one place, and letdry
ground appear. And it was so. 1°God
called the dry ground land, and the
gathered waters he called seas. And
God saw that it was good.
1Then God said, Let the land pro-
duce vegetation: seed-bearing plants
and trees on the land that bear fruit
with seed in it, according to their var-
ious kinds. And it was so. *The land
produced vegetation: plants bearing
seed according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. *And there was evening, and
therewas morning the third day.
“And God said, Let there be lights in the
vault of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them serve as signs to
mark sacred times, and days and years,

Genesis

15and let them be lights in the vault of
theskytogive lightontheearth. Andit
was so0. God made two great lights
the greater light to govern the day and
the lesser light to govern the night. He
also made the stars. ¥God set them
in the vault of the sky to give light on
the earth, *8to govern the day and the
night, and to separate light from dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good.
19And there was evening, and there was
morning the fourth day.

20And Godsaid, Letthewater teemwith liv-
ing creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the vault of the sky. 2'So
God created the great creatures of the
sea and every living thing with which
the water teems and that moves about
init, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. 22God blessed
themandsaid, Befruitfulandincrease
in number and fill the water in the seas,
and let the birds increase on the earth.
23And there was evening, and there was
morning the fifth day.

24And God said, Let the land produce liv-
ing creatures according to their kinds:
the livestock, the creatures that move
along the ground, and the wild ani-
mals, each according to its kind. And
itwas so. 2God made the wild animals
according to their kinds, the livestock
according to their kinds, and all the
creatures that move along the ground
according to their kinds. And God saw
thatitwas good.

26Then God said, Letus make man-

kind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild animals,?and
over all the creatures that move along
the ground.

226 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth
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504 | PSALM 22:28
28for dominion belongs to the LORD
and he rules over the nations.

29 All the rich of the earth will feast and
worship;
all who go down to the dust will kneel
before him —
those who cannot keep themselves
alive.
30posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about
the Lord.
31They will proclaim his righteousness,
declaring to a people yet unborn:
He has done it!

Psalm 23
A psalm of David.

I'The LorD is my shepherd, I lack
nothing.
He makes me lie down in green
pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
4Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,*
Iwill fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

2

3

5You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6Surely your goodness and love will follow
me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp
forever.

Psalm 24
Of David. A psalm.
IThe earth is the LORD’s, and everything
init,
the world, and all who live in it;

“4 Or thevalley of the shadow of death

meaning) here and at the end of verse 10.
the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.
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b4 Or swear falsely
also Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts face, Jacob
¢This psalm is an acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with

2for he founded it on the seas
and established it on the waters.

3Who may ascend the mountain of the
Lorp?
Who may stand in his holy place?
4The one who has clean hands and a pure
heart,
who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god.”

5They will receive blessing from the LORD
and vindication from God their Savior.
6Such is the generation of those who seek
him,
who seek your face, God of Jacob.“4

7Lift up your heads, you gates;
be lifted up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8Who is this King of glory?
The LoRD strong and mighty,
the LorD mighty in battle.
9Lift up your heads, you gates;
lift them up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
1®Who is he, this King of glory?
The LorD Almighty —
he is the King of glory.

Psalm 25¢
Of David.

!Inyou, LorD my God,
Iput my trust.

2] trustin you;
do not let me be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3No one who hopes in you
will ever be put to shame,
but shame will come on those
who are treacherous without cause.

4Show me your ways, LORD,
teach me your paths.
5Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.
SRemember, LORD, your great mercy and
love,
for they are from of old.

¢6 Two Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac (see
46 The Hebrew has Selah (a word of uncertain
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878 | MATTHEW 4:18
Jesus Calls His First Disciples

18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
casting a net into the lake, for they were fish-
ermen. 2“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and
1 will send you out to fish for people.” 2°At
once they left their nets and followed him.

21Going on from there, he saw two oth-
er brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John. They were in a boat with their
father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus
called them, 22and immediately they left the
boat and their father and followed him.

Jesus Heals the Sick

23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and healing every dis-
ease and sickness among the people. 2News
about him spread all over Syria, and people
brought to him all who were ill with various
diseases, those suffering severe pain, the de-
mon-possessed, those having seizures, and
the paralyzed; and he healed them. **Large
crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,“ Jerusa-
lem, Judea and the region across the Jordan
followed him.

Introduction to the Sermon
on the Mount
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he
went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, 2and he
began to teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
5Blessed are those who hunger and thirst

for righteousness,

for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.

@25 Thatis, the Ten Cities  »2I Exodus 20:13

9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children
of God.
10Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people insult
you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds
of evil against you because of me. >Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? Itis no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled un-
derfoot.

14“You are the light of the world. A town
builton a hill cannot be hidden. '*Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. '°In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.

The Fulfillment of the Law

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. ®For truly
I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear,
not the smallest letter, not the least stroke
of a pen, will by any means disappear from
the Law until everything is accomplished.
19Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the
least of these commands and teaches others
accordingly will be called least in the king-
dom of heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commands will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. 2°For I tell you that
unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law,
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of
heaven.

Murder
21“You have heard that it was said to the
people long ago, ‘You shall not murder,” and
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