




Genesis

The Beginning

1   In the be gin ning God cre at ed the 
heav ens and the  earth. 2 Now the  earth 
was form less and emp ty, dark ness was 
over the sur face of the deep, and the 
Spir it of God was hov er ing over the 
 wa ters.

 3 And God said, �Let  there be  light,� and 
 there was  light. 4 God saw that the  light 
was good, and he sep a rat ed the  light 
from the dark ness. 5 God  called the 
 light �day,� and the dark ness he  called 
�night.� And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing �  the  first day.

 6 And God said, �Let  there be a  vault be-
tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter 
from wa ter.� 7 So God made the  vault 
and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the  vault 
from the wa ter  above it. And it was so. 
8 God  called the  vault �sky.� And  there 
was eve ning, and  there was morn ing �  
the sec ond day.

 9 And God said, �Let the wa ter un der the 
sky be gath ered to one  place, and let dry 
 ground ap pear.� And it was so. 10 God 
 called the dry  ground �land,� and the 
gath ered wa ters he  called �seas.� And 
God saw that it was good.

    11 Then God said, �Let the land pro-
duce veg e ta tion: seed-bear ing  plants 
and  trees on the land that bear  fruit 
with seed in it, ac cord ing to  their var-
i ous  kinds.� And it was so. 12 The land 
pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing 
seed ac cord ing to  their  kinds and  trees 
bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing �  the  third day.

 14 And God said, �Let  there be  lights in the 
 vault of the sky to sep a rate the day from 
the  night, and let them  serve as  signs to 
mark  sacred times, and days and  years, 

15 and let them be  lights in the  vault of 
the sky to give  light on the  earth.� And it 
was so. 16 God made two  great  lights �  
the great er  light to gov ern the day and 
the less er  light to gov ern the  night. He 
also made the  stars. 17 God set them 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light on 
the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day and the 
 night, and to sep a rate  light from dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 And  there was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing �  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, �Let the wa ter teem with liv-
ing crea tures, and let  birds fly  above the 
 earth  across the  vault of the sky.� 21 So 
God cre at ed the  great crea tures of the 
sea and ev ery liv ing  thing with  which 
the wa ter  teems and that moves about 
in it, ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery 
 winged bird ac cord ing to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed 
them and said, �Be fruit ful and in crease 
in num ber and fill the wa ter in the seas, 
and let the  birds in crease on the  earth.� 
23 And  there was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing �  the  fifth day.

 24 And God said, �Let the land pro duce liv-
ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their  kinds: 
the live stock, the crea tures that move 
 along the  ground, and the wild an i-
mals, each ac cord ing to its kind.� And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild an i mals 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds, the live stock 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and all the 
crea tures that move  along the  ground 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds. And God saw 
that it was good.

    26 Then God said, �Let us make man-
kind in our im age, in our like ness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the 
sea and the  birds in the sky, over the 
live stock and all the wild an i mals, a and 
over all the crea tures that move  along 
the ground.�

a�26 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth    
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504 | PSALM 22:28

 2 for he founded it on the seas
  and established it on the waters.

 3 Who may ascend the mountain of the 
Lord?

  Who may stand in his holy place?
 4 The one who has clean hands and a pure 

heart,
  who does not trust in an idol
  or swear by a false god. b

 5 They will receive blessing from the Lord
  and vindication from God their Savior.
 6 Such is the generation of those who seek 

him,
  who seek your face, God of Jacob. c , d

 7 Lift up your heads, you gates;
  be lifted up, you ancient doors,
  that the King of glory may come in.
 8 Who is this King of glory?
  The Lord strong and mighty,
  the Lord mighty in battle.
 9 Lift up your heads, you gates;
  lift them up, you ancient doors,
  that the King of glory may come in.
 10 Who is he, this King of glory?
  The Lord Almighty —  
  he is the King of glory.

Psalm 25 e

Of David.

 1 In you, Lord my God,
  I put my trust.

 2 I trust in you;
  do not let me be put to shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
 3 No one who hopes in you
  will ever be put to shame,
  but shame will come on those
  who are treacherous without cause.

 4 Show me your ways, Lord,
  teach me your paths.
 5 Guide me in your truth and teach me,
  for you are God my Savior,
  and my hope is in you all day long.
 6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and 

love,
  for they are from of old.

 28 for dominion belongs to the Lord
  and he rules over the nations.

 29 All the rich of the earth will feast and 
worship;

  all who go down to the dust will kneel 
before him —  

  those who cannot keep themselves 
alive.

 30 Posterity will serve him;
  future generations will be told about 

the Lord.
 31 They will proclaim his righteousness,
  declaring to a people yet unborn:
  He has done it!

Psalm 23

A psalm of David.

 1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack 
nothing.

 2 He makes me lie down in green 
pastures,

  he leads me beside quiet waters,
 3 he refreshes my soul.
  He guides me along the right paths
  for his name’s sake.
 4 Even though I walk
  through the darkest valley, a

  I will fear no evil,
  for you are with me;
  your rod and your staff,
  they comfort me.

 5 You prepare a table before me
  in the presence of my enemies.
  You anoint my head with oil;
  my cup overflows.
 6 Surely your goodness and love will follow 

me
  all the days of my life,
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
  forever.

Psalm 24

Of David. A psalm.

 1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything 
in it,

  the world, and all who live in it;

a 4 Or the valley of the shadow of death    b 4 Or swear falsely    c 6 Two Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac (see 
also Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts face, Jacob    d 6 The Hebrew has Selah (a word of uncertain 
meaning) here and at the end of verse 10.    e This psalm is an acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with 
the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.    
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878 | Matthew 4:18 

 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children 

of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness,
  for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when peo ple in sult 
you, per se cute you and false ly say all  kinds 
of evil  against you be cause of me. 12 Re joice 
and be glad, be cause  great is your re ward in 
heav en, for in the same way they per se cut ed 
the proph ets who were be fore you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. But if the 

salt los es its salt i ness, how can it be made 
 salty  again? It is no lon ger good for any thing, 
ex cept to be  thrown out and tram pled un
der foot.

14 “You are the  light of the  world. A town 
built on a hill can not be hid den. 15 Nei ther do 
peo ple  light a lamp and put it un der a bowl. 
In stead they put it on its  stand, and it  gives 
 light to ev ery one in the  house. 16 In the same 
way, let your  light  shine be fore oth ers, that 
they may see your good  deeds and glo ri fy 
your Fa ther in heav en.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not  think that I have come to abol ish 

the Law or the Proph ets; I have not come to 
abol ish them but to ful fill them. 18 For tru ly 
I tell you, un til heav en and  earth dis ap pear, 
not the small est let ter, not the  least  stroke 
of a pen, will by any  means dis ap pear from 
the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com plished. 
19 There fore any one who sets  aside one of the 
 least of  these com mands and teach es oth ers 
ac cord ing ly will be  called  least in the king
dom of heav en, but who ev er prac tic es and 
teach es  these com mands will be  called  great 
in the king dom of heav en. 20 For I tell you that 
un less your righ teous ness sur pass es that of 
the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law, 
you will cer tain ly not en ter the king dom of 
heav en.

Murder
21 “You have  heard that it was said to the 

peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not mur der, b and 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples
18 As  Jesus was walk ing be side the Sea of 

Gal i lee, he saw two broth ers, Si mon  called 
Pe ter and his broth er An drew. They were 
cast ing a net into the lake, for they were fish
er men. 19 “Come, fol low me,”  Jesus said, “and 
I will send you out to fish for peo ple.” 20 At 
once they left  their nets and fol lowed him.

21 Go ing on from  there, he saw two oth
er broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee and his 
broth er John. They were in a boat with  their 
fa ther Zeb e dee, pre par ing  their nets.  Jesus 
 called them, 22 and im me di ate ly they left the 
boat and  their fa ther and fol lowed him.

Jesus Heals the Sick
23 Jesus went through out Gal i lee, teach ing 

in  their syn a gogues, pro claim ing the good 
news of the king dom, and heal ing ev ery dis
ease and sick ness  among the peo ple. 24 News 
 about him  spread all over Syr ia, and peo ple 
 brought to him all who were ill with var i ous 
dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the de
monpos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and 
the par a lyzed; and he  healed them. 25 Large 
 crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, a Je ru sa
lem, Ju dea and the re gion  across the Jor dan 
fol lowed him.

Introduction to the Sermon  
on the Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, he 
went up on a moun tain side and sat 

down. His dis ci ples came to him, 2 and he 
be gan to  teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.

a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 21 Exodus 20:13    
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