2 MATTHEW 1

brothers; then Perez and ferah (thelr mother was Ta-
marl, Hegron, Ram, Ameninadab, Nehshon, Salmon,
Boaz (his mather was Rahab), Obed (his motheor was
Ruth), Jesse, and King David,

-1l From David to the time when the people of Is-
rael were taken into exile in Bebvlon, the following an-
cestars are listed: David, Solomon (his mother was the
woman who had been Unah's wife), Rehoboam, Abidjah,
Azp Jehoshaphet, Jehoram, Uzzish, Jotham, Ahae, Hez-
ekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Joslah, and Jehgiachin and his
brothers.

6 Fpom the time after the exile in Babyion to the
trirth of Jesus, the following ancestors are listed; Jehoda-
chin, Shealticl, Zerubbabel, Abiud, Eliakim, Azor, Za-
dok, Achim, Eliud, Eleazar, Matthan, Jacab, and Joseph,
who married Mary, the mother of Jesus, whis was called
the Messlah,

1750 then. there were fouresn generations from
Abraham to David, and foomesn from David (o the exile
in Babylon, and fOourtesn from then to the binh of the
Messiah,

The Birth of Jesus Christ
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B This was how the bieth of Jesus Chrs ook place.
His mother Mary was engaged (o Joseph, bul before they
ware married, she found ouf fhal she was going to have
A baby by the Holy Spivit, Wloseph was 4 man who al-
wivs did whot was right, bul he did not want to disgrace
Mary publicly; S0 he made plans {0 break the engage-
ment privately. 2 While be was thinking about this, an
angel of the Lord appeared 1o him in & dream and said,
“Joseph, descendant of David, do not be afrald o take
Mary 1o ba vour wife. For it iz by the Holy Spirit that sha
has concedvead. 21 She will have a son, and you will name
him Jesus — because he will save his people from their
zins.”

Moy gll this heppened in order (0 make come true
wiiat the Lord had sald through the prophet, 25A virgin
will become pregnant and have a son, and he will be
called Immanuel” iwhich means, “God i with ws").

nEn when Joseph wakle up, he married Mary, a5 the

“We smw his stor.” (22}

angel of the Lord had tald kim o, 2Bt he had no sexual
relations with her pefore she gave birth t0 her son. And
Joseph named him Jesus,

Visiters from the East

Jdegus wis born in the toern of Bethlehem in fudea,

during the time when Herod was King, Soon afier-
ward, some men who studied the stars came from the
East to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where 15 the haby born
to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star when it came
up in the east, and we hgve come 10 worship him,”

TWhen King Herod heard about this, he was very
tupset, and 50 was everyvone olse [n Jeruselem. 4He called
together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law
and asked them, "Where will the Messiah he born?”

5¥In the town of Bethlehem in Judea” they an-
swered. “For this is what the prophet weate:

=“HBethlehem In the land of Judah,
¥ou are by no means the least of the
leading cities of Judah;
for from wou will come a leader
who Wil guide my people Israel.” "

T80 Herod called the visitors from the East to & se-
cret meeting and found out from them the exact time the
star had appeared, *Then he sent them to Bethiehem
with thess instructions: “Go and make & careful search



