Exodus 26:26

the other, of what is left over in the length of |14 *
the curtains of the tent, shall lap over the |5 -
sides of the tabernacle on one side and on 1
the other, to cover it. 18

14“aYou shall make a covering for the tent |
of rams’ skins tdyed red and a covering of |’
porpoise skins above. 191

Boards and Sockets

15“Then you shall make athe boards for
the tabernacle of acacia wood, standing
upright.

16“Ten cubits shall be the length of teach
board and one and a half cubits the width of
each board. 211

17“There shall be two tenons for each [2* 6
board, tfitted to one another; thus you shall |23: ¢
do for all the boards of the tabernacle.

18“You shall make the boards for the tab- 2
ernacle: twenty boards tfor the south side.

19“You shall make forty 1asockets of silver |26 -

under the twenty boards, two sockets under
one board for its two tenons and two tsock-
ets under another board for its two tenons;

20 and for the second side of the taberna-
cle, on the north side, twenty boards,

21 and their forty 1sockets of silver; two
1sockets under one board and two *sockets
under another board.

22“For the irear of the tabernacle, to the
west, you shall make six boards.

23“You shall make two boards for the cor-
ners of the tabernacle at thelrear.

24“They shall be double beneath, and
together they shall be completelto its top 2to
the first ring; thus it shall be with both of
them: they shall form the two corners.

25“There shall be eight boards with their
1sockets of silver, sixteen lsockets; two
1sockets under one board and two tsockets
under another board.

26“Then you shall make abars of acacia

26:14rams’ skins dyed red ... pofméseote on 25:5. ber of talents of silver obtained from the Israelite communi
26:17 tenonsLit. “hands”; probably the two at the bottmine used to cast the bases (see 38:27).

of each frame that were inserted into its two bas28:Z8eernersOr “angles,” perhaps referring to mitered joints
v.19). at the corners.

26:19forty sockets of silMeese plus the 40 in v. 21, th@@6 bars.To strengthen the frames on the north, south and
in v.25 and the 4 in v.32 make up a grand total of 100 wesnsides.

The symbolism of God'’s redemp-
tive covenant was preserved in the
tabernacle, making each element
an object lesson for the worshiper.
The Levitical priests, including
some with Egyptian names and
perhaps Egyptian training, gave
meticulous attention to facts
about the shrine. Reconstruction
of the furnishings is possible
because of extremely detailed
descriptions and precise measure-
ments recorded in Exodus 25-40.

LAMPSTAND

The traditional
form of the
lampstand is
not attested
archaeologically
until much later.

TABLE

The table holding the bread of the Presence was
made of wood covered with thin sheets of gold. All
of the objects were portable and were fitted with
rings and carrying poles, practices typical of Egyp-
tian ritual processions as early as the Old Kingdom.

INCENSE ALTAR

ARK OF THE COVENANT

The ark of the Testimony (or Cov
enant) compares with the roughl
contemporary shrine and funerar;
furniture of King Tutankhamun (c
135@c), which, along with the Nim-
rud and Samaria ivories from a Idter
period, have been used to guide the
graphic interpretation of the text.
Both sources show the conventiopal
way of depicting extreme reverenge,
with facing winged guardians shigld-
ing a sacred place.

BRONZE ALTAR

The altar of burnt offering was made|of
wood overlaid with bronze. The size, five
cubits square and three cubits high,
matches altars found at Arad and Bejer-
sheba from the period of the monarchy.




